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Not long after, Oskar finds Thomas in Grandma’s apartment and assumes him to be Grandma’s mysterious renter. That would be soweird, except that the place in the hospital where babies are born wouldsound like a crystal chandelier in a houseboat, because the babies wouldn'thave had time to match up their heartbeats yet. She makes him promise
never to let Oskar know he’s there. "What. Mr. Black eventually confronts Thomas and tries to protect Oskar. Oskar Schell, a nine-year-old boy, has not been happy since his dad died in the 9/11 terrorist attacks. He told me, "Go on, guy. "Say what?" "He wants to know your name," Grandma said from theback seat. Designation." I asked in Stephen
Hawkingvoice. If Iwanted to be extremely hilarious, I'dtrain it to say, "Wasn't me!" every time I madean incredibly bad fart. "Why not?" I asked, which I actually thoughtwas a good question, because if you think about it, why not? "Yo-yo moi!" Itold him, grabbing it back. His goal is to find the lock that matches a mysterious key that belonged to his
father, who died in the World Trade Center on the morning of September 11. Nevertheless, his search continues alphabetically down his list of people named Black. Oskar suffers from extreme anxiety and imagines whimsical inventions in order to cope. According to Grandma, when she reunited with Thomas, he asked her to pose for a sculpture. Am.
Oskar." He asked me why I was talkinglike that. He explains that Grandma, Anna’s sister whose name we never learn, encountered him in a bakery and asked him to marry her. In trying to retrieve it, Oskar drops the vase, and when it shatters, he finds an envelope labeled “Black” that contains a strange key. He looks at a series of photographs he has
of a man falling from the World Trade Center. After they meet with Ruth Black, who lives in the Empire State Building, Mr. Black tells Oskar he’s done searching for the lock. I've only been in a limousine twiceever. Oskar tells Thomas the story of the key and plays him the messages his dad left on the answering machine. So if you wanted to go to
theninety-fifth floor, you'd just press the 95 button and the ninety-fifth floor wouldcome to you. Money can't buy me love, obviously, but Iasked if it would have Zildjian cymbals. Oskar is furious that his mom has started to spend time with a man named Ron and worries that she has begun to move on. They could be underneath the skyscrapersfor living
people that are built up. He said, "Whatever you want," and then hetook my yo-yo off my desk and started to walk the dog with it. He handed me his card. GERALD THOMPSONSunshine Limousineserving the five boroughs(212) 570-7249 I handed him my card and told him,"Greetings. Gerald. Eventually, they had sex, and Grandma proposed. Abby
claims to know nothing about the key, but Oskar notices she seems to hold something back. Early in Oskar’s search for the key, he meets Abby Black, an epidemiologist who lives in Greenwich Village. There were fourteen kids in theclass, and we all had on neat white robes. What ifeveryone swallowed them, and they played the sounds of our
heartsthrough little speakers, which could be in the pouches of our overalls? I askedif we could go by school, so Toothpaste and The Minch could see me ina limousine. I could invent a teakettle that reads in Dad's voice, sol could fall asleep, or maybe a set of kettles that sings the chorus of "YellowSubmarine," which is a song by the Beatles, who I love,
because entomologyis one of my raisons d'étre, which is a French expression that I know.Another good thing is that I could train my anus to talk when I farted. That made me feelself-conscious. And anyway, it's not likewe were actually burying him, anyway. Even though I'mnot anymore, I used to be an atheist, which means I didn't believe inthings
that couldn't be observed. Although he started touching her for longer and longer in order to get her into the position he wanted, the sculpture still looked like Anna. Oskar invites him to join him in the quest for the key, but Mr. Black hasn’t left the house in the twenty-three years since his wife’s death, and he’s turned off his hearing aids. And also,
there are so many times whenyou need to make a quick escape, but humans don't havetheir own wings, or not yet, anyway, so what about a birdseed shirt? "Jose," I told him, and insidel was thinking, What the? He spread his legs and toldme, "I want you to kick my privates as hard as you can." He put his hands athis sides, and took a breath in, and
closed his eyes, and that's how I knewthat actually he meant business. She agreed and started going to his apartment daily to pose. Ron offered tobuy me a five-piece drum set. Destroy my privates.""Destroy your privates?" With his eyes still closed he cracked up a lotand said, "You couldn't destroy my privates if you tried. Oskar was home for the fifth
call but couldn’t bring himself to pick up the phone. When Thomas explains who he is, Mr. Black tells him that he should be the one going around with Oskar. He eventually meets a man only referred to as Mr. Black, who lives in the apartment right above Oskar’s. Thomas tells Oskar if he ever needs him to toss stones at his window. He doesn’t want
to stay or leave, so they stay there, writing. I. ""It's a bad thing." "Do you know 'shit'?" "That's a curse, isn'tit?" "Not if you say 'shiitake.' " "Guess not." "Succotash my Balzac,dipshiitake." Gerald shook his head and... The more contact he has with humans, the more he learns." Geraldsaid, "O" and then he said "K." I couldn't tell if he liked me or not, sol
told him, "Your sunglasses are one hundred dollars." He said, "Oneseventy-five." "Do you know a lot of curse words?" "I know a couple." "I'm notallowed to use curse words." "Bummer." "What's 'bummer'? Hesaid, "Do you want to know how a jujitsu student becomes a jujitsumaster?" "I want to know everything," Itold him, but that isn't true anymore
either.He told me, "A jujitsu student becomes a jujitsu master by destroyinghis master's privates." I told him, "That's fascinating." My lastjujitsu class was three and a half months ago. "Kick my privates," he told me. "Excusez-moi?" I told him. With humor, tenderness, and awe, Jonathan Safran Foer confronts the traumas of our country's difficult
history. You could bury people one hundred floorsdown, and a whole dead world could be underneath the living one.Sometimes I think it would be weird if there were a skyscraper that moved upand down while its elevator stayed in place. In other words, if everyone wanted to play Hamlet at once,they couldn't, because there aren't enough skulls! So
what about skyscrapers for deadpeople that were built down? Also, that could be extremely useful, because if you're onthe ninety-fifth floor, and a plane hits below you, the building could take youto the ground, and everyone could be safe, even if you left your birdseedshirt at home that day. The novel includes letters from Oskar’s grandpa, Thomas, to
his dad, and letters that his grandma writes to him. It'sthat I believe that things are extremely complicated. Grandma writes her own version of their meeting, which doesn’t quite match up with Thomas’s account. However, the lines blur. Self-defense was something that I wasextremely curious about, for obvious reasons, and Mom thought it would
begood for me to have a physical activity besides tambourining, so my firstjujitsu class was three and a half months ago. Oskar later asks Thomas to help him dig up his dad’s grave. We practiced bowing, and then wewere all sitting down Native American style, and then Sensei Markasked me to go over to him. He listens to it and discovers that Abby
Black called him because she had information about the key. They never recovered his dad’s body and buried an empty casket at his funeral. Thomas agrees, and they bury Thomas’s unsent letters to his son in the grave. What I really wanted to tell him was "You'renot my dad, and you never will be." Isn't it so weird how the number ofdead people is
increasing even though the earth stays the same size, sothat one day there isn't going to be room to bury anyone anymore? That's what'sgoing on here. I believed that once you're dead, you'redead forever, and you don't feel anything, and you don't even dream. Anyway. This is a demonstration of the well-trained body's ability toabsorb a direct blow.
Even though I was trying hard for itnot to, it was annoying me how Grandma kept touching me, so Iclimbed into the front seat and poked the driver's shoulder until he gave mesome attention. Whenyou skateboarded down the street at night you could hear everyone'sheartbeat, and they could hear yours,sort of like sonar. Disappointed that the key had
nothing to do with his dad, Oskar goes home. Shesaid, "Maybe he wanted you to have it." I said, "But I was negative-thirty yearsold." She said, "Still." Anyway, the fascinating thing was that I read inNational Geographic that there are more people alive now than have died in allof human history. Is. Your. This seemingly impossible task will bring Oskar
into contact with survivors of all sorts of an exhilarating, affecting, often hilarious, and ultimately healing journey. A learningcomputer. She also gave me Grandpa's camera, which I loved fortwo reasons. It's pretty amazing that I can play "The Flight ofthe Bumblebee," because you have to hit incredibly fast in parts, and that'sextremely hard for me,
because I don't really have wrists yet. What if thespout opened and closed when the steam came out, so it would become amouth, and it could whistle pretty melodies, or do Shakespeare, or justcrack up with me? Unbeknownst to anyone except for Oskar, on the day of the attacks, Oskar’s dad called the house five times. Confused and frustrated,
Oskar goes to William's office. After Thomas sees Oskar for the first time, he starts following him around from a distance. One night, he decides to look through his dad’s closet and sees a vase hidden on the top shelf. It'snot that I believe in things that can't be observed now, because I don't. From then on, Mr. Black accompanies Oskar on his travels
through the city, encouraging Oskar to get over his fear of public transportation. And if I ever made an incredibly bad fart in the Hallof Mirrors, which is in Versailles, which is outside of Paris, which is inFrance, obviously, my anus would say, "Ce n'étais pas moi!" What about little microphones? After doing some research, Oskar decides to visit every
person with the last name Black in New York City to try and discover what the key opens. I knowhe just wanted to be friendly, but it made me incredibly angry. My first jujitsu class was three and ahalf months ago. Mom said that school wasn't on the way, and wecouldn't be late to the cemetery. I told him, "Oskar's CPU is a neural-net processor.
Thomas communicates by writing one-line sentences in notebooks. Thomas stops speaking not long after immigrating to America out of grief for Anna, his lost love who died in the bombing of Dresden. Mr. Black is 103 years old, very wise, and hard of hearing. And at the finish lineat the end of the New York City Marathon it would sound like war. My
most impressivesong that I can play on my tambourine is "The Flight of the Bumblebee," byNicolai Rimsky-Korsakov, which is also the ring tone I downloaded for the cellphone I got after Dad died. He returns to her house and learns that the key belongs to her ex-husband, William. There is also a parallel storyline about Oskar’s grandparents.
Throughout their marriage, they divide up their apartment into “Nothing” places, where they can go to not exist, and “Something” places. After Grandma becomes pregnant, Thomas leaves for Dresden because he doesn’t want to keep living any longer. I asked why he didn't take it with him when he left her. For myninth birthday last year, Grandma
gave me a subscription to NationalGeographic, which she calls "the National Geographic." She also gave me a whiteblazer, because I only wear white clothes, and it's too big to wear so itwill last me a long time. He allows Oskar to turn his hearing aids back on. Oskar is devastated. Furthermore, Oskar’s mom knew about Oskar’s key quest all along
and had called Abby Black, along with many of the other Blacks, to tell them Oskar was going to be coming. William explains that the key unlocks a safety deposit box that William’s deceased father left for him. He formulates a plan to dig up his dad’s grave. I desperately wish I had my tambourinewith me now, because even after everything I'm still
wearingheavy boots, and sometimes it helps to play a good beat. What The?What about a teakettle? Grandma at first wants him neither to stay nor leave, but she eventually allows him to stay in the guestroom. Afterward, Thomas tries to leave Grandma again, but she follows him to the airport. A funny, uplifting novel about a boy's journey through
New York in the aftermath of September 11th from one of today's most celebrated writers.Nine-year-old Oskar Schell embarks on an urgent, secret mission that will take him through the five boroughs of New York. He reorders the photographs so that the man floats back up and imagines his last night with his dad playing out in reverse. Throughout
their conversation, he hears a man yelling from the next room, but Abby ignores him. The first time was terrible, even though the limousine was wonderful.I'm not allowed to watch TV at home, and I'm not allowed to watch TV inlimousines either, but it was still neat that there was a TV there. Not long after Oskar meets Thomas, he notices that there
has been a single message on his family’s answering machine for months. Now destroy my privates." I told him, "I'm a pacifist,"and since most people my age don't know what that means, I turned aroundand told the others, "I don't think it's right to destroy people's privates.Ever." Sensei Mark said, "Can I ask you something?" I turned back around
andtold him, " 'Can I ask you something?' is asking me something." He said, "Doyou have dreams of becoming a jujitsu master?" "No," I told him, eventhough I don't have dreams of running the family jewelry business anymore. Thomas returns to New York after 9/11 with a desire to try and live again. One weird thing is, I wonderif everyone's hearts
would start to beat at the same time, like how womenwho live together have their menstrual periods at the same time,which I know about, but don't really want to know about. William didn’t realize the key was in the vase until after he’d sold the vase to Oskar’s dad at an estate sale.
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