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Billy gibbons and jimi hendrix

via Phoenix 13/YouTube ZZ Top’s resident axemeister Billy Gibbons once shared a story about fellow guitar legend Jimi Hendrix. He was still with his psychedelic blues band Moving Sidewalks when they opened for Hendrix in 1968. They were booked to play for 45 minutes and they had to include two Hendrix songs to their setlist. And so even before Hendrix took the stage, Gibbons already covered some of his tunes which is a pretty risky move. It’s a good thing that Gibbons is an immensely talented guitarist and he managed to impress Hendrix
himself. When he came off the stage, he recalled that “there was Jimi in the shadows - off to the side with his arms folded. But he was grinning, and as I passed by he grabbed me and said, ‘I like you. You've got a lot of nerve!’” And just like that, Gibbons left quite an impression on Hendrix - not only that, they became friends too. In several interviews, Gibbons was always vocal about his respect and admiration for Hendrix. He told Rolling Stone, “He [Hendrix] was a real technical wizard. He was inventing things to do with the Stratocaster guitar I
am confident the designers had no clue would unfold in later years.” “Jimi had the talent to make that work for him,” he continued. “His technique was very peculiar in that he was playing a right-handed guitar in a left-handed style, upside down. To look at it and try to figure out what he was doing was very daunting.” Hendrix gave him a pink Stratocaster which is still in his possession and he whips it up every once in a while too. Although Hendrix is often remembered as an absolute showman, Gibbons revealed that he was shy offstage. Gibbons
told Total Guitar, “You could say he was almost a retiring person... until you put a guitar in his hands. And when he stepped into the light, it was a different story altogether. He became a showman and a guitar pyrotechnics extraordinaire.” He had one other fond memory of Hendrix, “He had a record player delivered each and every afternoon, and he would motion to me, “Come on over here. Lets see if we can figure this out.”” He added, “And we wound up listening to Jeff Beck trying to figure things out. I said, “Jimi, chances are that Jeff Beck is
sitting there listening to you saying the same thing, ‘How do we do this?'” Jimi Hendrix is one of Billy Gibbons’ biggest musical influences and he learned a lot from him too. (Image credit: Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)ZZ Top guitarist Billy Gibbons was lucky enough to spend some time with the late great Jimi Hendrix back in 1968. At the time, Gibbons’ psychedelic band, the Moving Sidewalks, had a chance to open for Hendrix on his first headlining U.S. tour.In addition to the memories, Gibbons got a very special gift out of the tour: a pink
Strat, given to him by Hendrix.While Hendrix has certainly been celebrated for his visionary guitar work over the past decades, in a new interview with Total Guitar, Gibbons reveals the one thing he thinks Hendrix doesn’t get enough credit for: his innovative use of the pickup toggle switch.“Jimi took the three-way toggle switch into five-way,” Gibbons says. “He’s the one that discovered the in-between positions, and in order for that not to pop out of place, he showed me how to take off the back scratch plate and remove the spring within the toggle
switch, so it would more or less stay in place! And that sound had this extra chimeyness to it.“I don’t think he was credited enough for that. There were lots of little things about him, and all very important to how we see the Stratocaster or even the instrument in general through his applied skills.”As for the pink Strat, Gibbons says, “This is the first five-way toggle switch that I ever saw. He took the springs off the standard switch so that it just hung there. When he wanted to move it out-of-phase, Jimi'd shake the guitar until the switch moved,
smooth as can be, into the position.”As many others have noted, Hendrix was shy and soft spoken, a complete departure from what people who saw his incendiary performances might have assumed.“Offstage he was, quite surprisingly, somewhat of a shy character,” Gibbons confirms. “You could say he was almost a retiring person... until you put a guitar in his hands. And when he stepped into the light, it was a different story altogether. He became a showman and a guitar pyrotechnics extraordinaire. He was doing things with his Fender
Stratocaster that certainly the designers never intended.“Through his genius, the invisible became instantly visible. I took those late-night lessons right into the early days of ZZ Top to the present. And I suppose you could say, with all that backstage carousing in those days... well, not a moment was lost!”Below we’ve included videos of the Jimi Hendrix Experience performing “Foxey Lady” at Miami Pop in 1968. We've also included the Moving Sidewalks’ cover of the Beatles’ “I Wanna Hold Your Hand.” Wild stuff from the heyday of the psychedelic
era. In shock, Gibbons recalls telling Hendrix, Believe me, Jeff is sat in a room right now, listening intently to your music asking himself how you do what you do! The musician says that it was "an eye-opener" to see Hendrix just as blown away by other guitarists just as much they were with him. Watch Billy Gibbons' new lyric video for "Standing Around Crying" In last year's interview with Rolling Stones, Gibbons also called Hendrix a "technical wizard", saying, "He was inventing things to do with the Stratocaster guitar I am confident the designers
had no clue would unfold in later years.""Jimi had the talent to make that work for him. His technique was very peculiar in that he was playing a right-handed guitar in a left-handed style, upside down." Credits: UG Billy Gibbons of the Texas band, ZZ Top, formed in 1969, is considered one of the greatest guitar players to have ever blessed the realm of rock n’ roll. ZZ Top are often underrated in the bone-shaking stakes as their live sound is tremendous, considering that there are only three musicians on stage. Not to mention, Billy Gibbons himself is
just about an entire orchestra of blues, whisky, women-seeking, and some incredible but beautifully subtle guitar licks. Gibbons is a real artist because he walks his talk, whether you agree with it or not.Gibbons had a few stints with other groups before he settled with ZZ Top who would prove to be his successful outfit. Back in 1968, Gibbons and his psychedelic blues band, Moving Sidewalks, opened up for Jimi Hendrix, another guitar wizard, who Gibbons would end up touring with as well as learning a lot from. Gibbons, in an interview

with Express, said: “We hit it off in a rather unexpected manner.” Gibbons goes on to describe what his first encounter was like with Hendrix, “our contract required us to play for 45 minutes, and at that time, the only way we could complete the run was to include two numbers by Jimi Hendrix. Which was kinda chancy I must say.” Not only did Gibbons find healthy competition with Hendrix, the ultimate guitar god, but he also took that competition to an entirely different level by covering a couple of his songs before Hendrix himself went on
stage.Luckily for the Texan outlaw, he was able to pull it off and impress Hendrix. “I remember wrapping up the set, coming off the stage, there was Jimi in the shadows - off to the side with his arms folded. But he was grinning, and as I passed by he grabbed me and said, ‘I like you. You've got a lot of nerve!”” Gibbons said according to Ultimate Classic Rock. After this encounter, the two would go on to be friends, which led Gibbons to tour with Hendrix. As a creative artist, Hendrix took what the Mississipi delta bluesmen did and added his own
brand of psychedelic rock. Hendrix’s signature guitar was a white Fender Stratocaster which he got from Keith Richards through Linda Keith. He was left-handed but played this right-handed guitar upside down, which nobody was doing. The psychedelic maestro used a wah-wah and a fuzz pedal, typically with two large speaker cabinets. He did things to his guitar that left many in awe as to how he could make a guitar sound the way he did.“He was a real technical wizard. He was inventing things to do with the Stratocaster guitar I am confident the
designers had no clue would unfold in later years. Jimi had the talent to make that work for him. His technique was very peculiar in that he was playing a right-handed guitar in a left-handed style, upside down. To look at it and try to figure out what he was doing was very daunting,” said Gibbons in an interview with Rolling Stone.While on tour, the two stayed in the same hotel and would learn songs together and shared a mutual camaraderie. “But we got to share opposing hotel rooms always at the end of the hall and the doors were always open,”
recalled Gibbons. “He had a record player delivered each and every afternoon, and he would motion to me, ‘Come on over here. Let’s see if we can figure this out.” And we wound up listening to Jeff Beck trying to figure things out. I said, ‘Jimi, chances are that Jeff Beck is sitting there listening to you saying the same thing. ‘How do we do this?'”Billy Gibbons added with a real admiration for his fellow guitar wizard. The two musicians had different styles yet similar. They both originated from the blues but approached the artform from different
angles. When Gibbons was asked if ZZ Top would have still become successful had they started today, he replied: “If we embraced that same youthful enthusiasm that brought us together in the first place, it might just well work. We threw caution to the wind and jumped into it with both feet, but all we wanted was to make loud noises, get free beer and chase the girls after the show.” Comments In an interview with Rolling Stone, ZZ Top’s Billy Gibbons explained what he did learn from Jimi Hendrix when touring with him. He said:“He was a real
technical wizard. He was inventing things to do with the Stratocaster guitar I am confident the designers had no clue would unfold in later years. Jimi had the talent to make that work for him.His technique was very peculiar in that he was playing a right-handed guitar in a left-handed style, upside down. To look at it and try to figure out what he was doing was very daunting. But we got to share opposing hotel rooms always at the end of the hall and the doors were always open.He had a record player delivered each and every afternoon, and he
would motion to me, “Come on over here. Lets see if we can figure this out.” And we wound up listening to Jeff Beck trying to figure things out. I said, “Jimi, chances are that Jeff Beck is sitting there listening to you saying the same thing. ‘How do we do this?'”"He also explained his best guitar advise, which came from BB King himself. He said:“B.B. King laid quite a simplistic statement on me: Learn to play what you want to hear.When you're trying to learn an instrument, chances are you find yourself at the feet of a teacher who may have an idea of
what you should learn. But if you learn to play what you want to hear in your head, you are steps ahead.”Click here to entire interview. Billy sent this picture to me and I thought I would share it with you all. I am sure he would not mind. It comes with a funny story. The boys were warming up the show for Jimi. They played one of his songs during the show! He thought that was so cool that someone had the guts to do so that he came in and met them. Billy chuckles when he tells the story. Didn't Jimi give Billy that Strat? A impossibly rare pink 50's
Strat. Billy sent this picture to me and I thought I would share it with you all. I am sure he would not mind. It comes with a funny story. The boys were warming up the show for Jimi. They played one of his songs during the show! He thought that was so cool that someone had the guts to do so that he came in and met them. Billy chuckles when he tells the story. Jimi Hendrix is all my all time favorite guitarist. He actually was very complimentary of Billy Gibbons as a guitarist. I think Billy has great control and command in his guitar playing. Jimi also
said great things about Terry Kath as a guitar player. That picture of Jimi holding the Les Paul custom in b&w , is my favorite shot of him bar none and the Les Paul looks sooo much better when you wear it upside down! Op's picture is pretty cool too by the way. The pink strat Jimi gave Billy is now in the possession of my friend and former bandmate Al Ferrante. Al is a great guitarist who has played with a long list of name musicians and was Edgar Winter's guitarist for 6 years. The pink strat Jimi gave Billy is now in the possession of my friend and
former bandmate Al Ferrante. Al is a great guitarist who has played with a long list of name musicians and was Edgar Winter's guitarist for 6 years. Interesting...I never knew Billy G ever sold a guitar that he owned. Interesting...I never knew Billy G ever sold a guitar that he owned. In his book he mentions how common it was to grab a guitar from the pawn shop on friday, play it saturday and pawn it back on sunday. That dude has probably been through more awesome gear then we will ever know. Did V-picks cure Billy of using pesos? Very cool.
Thanks for sharing. Thanks for your posts everyone. I am going to see Billy this next month. I will ask about the pink strat When I used to catch the Moving Sidewalks at Teen Canteen in Houston(1967), Billy played a Fender Esquire into a Vox Super Beatle! When I used to catch the Moving Sidewalks at Teen Canteen in Houston(1967), Billy played a Fender Esquire into a Vox Super Beatle! He still talks about that guitar During a conversation with Live Signing, ZZ Top guitarist Billy Gibbons talked about Jimi Hendrix, his musical heroes, the band's
musical catalog, and more.Before ZZ Top, Billy was a member of a psychedelic band called The Moving Sidewalks, which had a rare honor of opening for Hendrix on his very first headlining US tour in '68.Billy is currently promoting the expanded version of his book \"Rock + Roll Gearhead.\"When asked, \"I know you've jammed with a lot of great musicians. Which deceased musician would you like to jam with one more time and why?\", Gibbons replied (transcribed by UG):\"Well, you know, suffice it to say, it's a little predictable, but we still miss
our buddy Jimi Hendrix, the Boy Wonder.\"And he took it from ground zero up to the stratosphere... That would be a real delight, but let's leave it with Jimi. After all, he invented things on the Fender Stratocaster that the designers never had a clue could be done.\"A fan wanted to know if you still have the guitar that Jimi Hendrix gave you?\"Yes indeed, the little pink Stratocaster. It's in safekeeping, and it still gets a good whoopin' in the studio every once in a while.\"In the past, Billy said about the pink Strat:\"This is the first five-way toggle switch
that I ever saw. He took the springs off the standard switch so that it just hung there.\"When he wanted to move it out-of-phase, Jimi'd shake the guitar until the switch moved, smooth as can be, into the position.\"What's the most important thing about learning how to play the guitar?\"I think the greatest line that I was able to pick up on was given to me by BB King, and it's a pretty simple philosophy: Learn to play what you want to hear.\"You don't have to listen to the teachers, you don't have to read the books, but first, learn to play what you want
to hear, then you got it.\"While everybody, especially in the '60s, was trying to play fast, you seemed to take pride in playing slower and with more tone. How did that all develop?\"Well, you got to find that note that makes you move and groove. We learned from so many of the great players that inspired what we started out with and it's been a reminder, a cornerstone of the ZZ Top sound.\"It's all about having a good time, and when you find that right note with the right tone, stay with it.\"What singular thing do you remember most about Jimi
Hendrix?\"Well, he was kind of a shy guy off stage, but when the lights came on, look out, he would tear things. He would tear it up, just a great showman, and he really enjoyed getting to do what he got to do, and that's to play guitar.\"And he had some great players on the stage with him, the Jimi Hendrix Experience stands as one of the great rocking blues bands ever; I mean, they really enjoyed playing.\"Over now five, heading into six decades of ZZ Top, which decade do you have the best memories of success and why?\"Maybe the coming decade
that we're in, maybe that's the one.\"What's your favorite ZZ Top song to play live?\"The ones we can remember. [Laughs] Just recently we were back in the studio and one thing led to the next, and we decided to go back and play just to warm things up.\"We started playing things that go back five decades, and I think the real gift and the reward is having so much that we really enjoyed playing.\"That to me, and the rest of the band, is what it's all about, that's where it's at. We really just like playing. \"I've seen you guys perform about 80-90 times,
you always throw a cover song into the set - 'Foxey Lady,' 'Sixteen Tons.' Is there any cover song that you enjoy bringing out forward?\"Well, let's not leave out 'Viva Las Vegas,' Dusty [Hill, bass] steps up to the mic and belts it out, that's another favorite.\"We've got a few blues numbers that keep coming back, I think it goes without saying, the list of blues players that have influenced us from Howlin' Wolf, Muddy Waters, BB King, Albert Collins, Albert King, of course.\"I could say Jimmy Reed for the rest of the afternoon - it's still not covered at all,
but there's a lot of stuff out there, we'll see what we can dig up.\"A fan wants to know what the biggest mistake you made as a musician that helped you improve your musical process and recording process?\"That's a good question, and it's probably not listening to my parents that told me not to get into the music business. [Laughs]\"What gauge strings do you play?\"Well, we're working closely with Jimmy Dunlop and Dunlop Musical Products, and he actually took the challenge to draw a point-zero-zero set, which is one of the lightest-gauge strings
that was ever played.\"They stretch nicely, they go back in tune, and they don't break.\"A fan wants to know: when was the last time you shaved? [Laughs]\"It's really a question for [ZZ Top drummer] Frank Beard because as everybody knows, he's the clean-shaven guy, the man with no beard. Imagine that, Frank Beard with no beard.\"Back in 2018, Billy told Music Radar about touring with Hendrix:\"When I was 17 years old and on tour with Jimi Hendrix, every night we would get into a motel and he would stay at the end of the hall with his door
always open.\"He'd be in there listening to the first Jeff Beck album with Rod Stewart [1968's 'Truth'] and he asked me, 'How does Jeff do all of this?'.\"I told him, 'Believe me, Jeff is sat in a room right now, listening intently to your music asking himself how you do what you do!'\"It was an eye-opener, seeing Jimi so blown away by other guitar players, as much as they were with him!\"Read more: Billy Gibbons: The One Thing Jimi Hendrix Doesn't Get Enough Credit For Tweet 5.44% engagement rate 30,881 views 26 comments ZZ Top's Gibbons
Recalls How BB King Made Him Use Extremely Thin .007 Gauge Guitar Strings 11 days ago in Music news, 14 comments ZZ Top's Billy Gibbons Names 12-Second Guitar Part That Made Him Prince Fan for Life 9 months ago in Music news, 7 comments ZZ Top's Billy Gibbons Talks How BB King Made Him Use Very, Very Light Strings, Comments on Brian May Using Coins Instead of Picks 11 months ago in Music news, 23 comments Rob Halford Explains Why Judas Priest Songs Have No Curse Words a day ago in Music news, 32 comments Journey
Presents First New Song in a Decade a day ago in New releases, 20 comments Anthrax Bassist Gets Brutally Honest on Personal Tragedy & How His 23-Year-Old Brother Was Killed, Admits He Contemplated Murder a day ago in Music news, 23 comments ryanbwags 475 - Jul 01, 2020 07:25 AM - report - 1reply Everyone should be humble like that.... There's always something new to be learned, and if you think you're a God, you'll likely never strive to improve. kramer242 450 - Jul 01, 2020 10:13 AM - report - Treply I always say if you think there's
nothing else you can learn, hang up your guitar and go home. You're done. ryanbwags 475 - Jul 01, 2020 10:16 AM - report - Treply That's absolutely a great slogan. In my case I had to hang it up for awhile and start from square one, being get back to simply having fun. I've always been a bit of a perfectionist and got in my own way. kramer242 450 - Jul 01, 2020 10:19 AM - report - Treply And in a more encouraging way, every time you practice, say for a half hour, you're 30 minutes better than you were when you started. I swear, sometimes my
little band would practice and we would struggle the whole time, and other times we'd get together and (in our opinion) we cooked. But diligence is the key - just like at work - you may have a repetitive job but you're so skilled and used to it that a \"bad\" day for you won't even be noticed by others. shpostal61 505 - Jul 01, 2020 04:20 PM - report - Treply Unless you're Wee Wee Malmsteen. shpostal61 505 - Jul 01, 2020 04:23 PM - report - Treply I recall reading an interview were he was asked how it felt to be the world's best guitarist, and he said,
\"Ask Rory Gallagher\". So I'd say pretty damn humble. crazyhands22 170 - Jul 01, 2020 12:23 PM - report - Treply I've read a couple very good bio-books on Hendrix, and according to them he WAS a very kind, very cool dude. And that made him that much greater. But even Jimi knew that no matter how good you thought you were, there was always somebody out there who was better, and it was about your own sound, your own vision that mattered, not an overkill contest. Which irks me sometimes when they do these \"Hendrix tribute\" concerts
and pick the worst examples who ought to be onstage and be associated with the great man. It's always shredders, people whom, for the most part can't write decent tunes or play good rhythm, much less swing. Dave Mustaine technically is a fine player, but he is about as removed from Jimi Hendrix as I am from Marilyn Monroe. If you don't do blues well, you don't belong on that tribute stage. If you can't play good rhythm and grooves, you don't belong there, either. shpostal61 505 - Jul 01, 2020 04:34 PM - report - Treply The best album no-one
has ever heard of. Truth prefigures Zeppelin. Stub Mandrel [a] 70 - Jul 01, 2020 04:29 PM - report - Treply If I could hang out with any Rockstar, this guy would probably be my choice. I like ZZ, though they're nowhere near the top of my list of favorite bands, but is there a cooler musician that's ever existed. I couldn't imagine the stories he could tell. kramer242 450 - Jul 01, 2020 10:11 AM - report - Treply It's a good choice because there are a LOT of very egomaniacal musicians out there who will act like a \"regular\" rocker on stage, but offstage
wouldn't piss on you if you spontaneously combusted. Just because a person is a great musician doesn't give him or her license to be a total asshat and treat the people who are basically the ones who made them famous like shit. = Music is love in private, entertainment live when it's rock and roll or country and blues. Jazz is probably, along with classical, one form where real music lovers go to see their favorites as players and not stars. But let's say I'm on the side of the road with a mechanical problem. I have NO skills mechanically, never
have. I don't need some guitar egomaniac, local or otherwise. I need a MECHANIC who knows his shit. So why do these people get the low wages and we don't do more to make those of us who really do work to make the world go around the money and adoration? shpostal61 505 - Jul 01, 2020 04:40 PM - report - Treply Tell ya what, for his aggressive music, I got to meet Phil Bozeman, and easily one of the most down to earth musicians I've ever met.... Kerry King on the other hand seemed like a bit of a dick. Lol kramer242 450 - Jul 01, 2020
05:13 PM - report - Treply Jimi willed the switch over slash&roses [a] 140 - Jul 01, 2020 08:35 AM - report - Treply .00 gauge strings, uhh ok. jeffrey.morgan75 [pro] 210 - Jul 01, 2020 08:37 AM - report - Treply I'm guessing that's just the branding for the lightest strings they make, considering nowhere did they say they were actually .00. kramer242 450 - Jul 01, 2020 10:12 AM - report - Treply Last I heard he was playing a set of 8s. What he said is likely a brand name, like you said, or he was just running his mouth. In a good way, I mean.
ryanbwags 475 - Jul 01, 2020 10:29 AM - report - Treply Yeah.... I'll likely lol it up when I have time.... I always stay fairly heavy gauged kramer242 450 - Jul 01, 2020 12:46 PM - report - Treply I don't know. I've been playing 10s and 11s for 20 years. I recently tossed some 9s on two of my guitars and I don't think I'm going back. ryanbwags 475 - Jul 01, 2020 01:13 PM - report - Treply My 7 stays heave gauge....I only go as heavy as I can on my 6s as I can and not have to drop tune,. Though every once in awhile ill toss a set of super slinky's on
kramer242 450 - Jul 01, 2020 01:27 PM - report - Treply Word. I got a drop-B machine that I have to leave 11s on. ryanbwags 475 - Jul 01, 2020 01:58 PM - report - Treply I haven't been tuning quite so low lately. My 7 is amazingly only running a drop A, though I probably change it to A# standard, and my go to 6 is usually in a d standard kramer242 450 - Jul 01, 2020 02:18 PM - report - Treply I have to say that Billy is the example that demolishes the old myth that heavy-gauge strings sound better. Just play whatever gauge feels best for you -
players like SRV and Joe Bonamossa love super-heavy piano-strings, while Jimmy Page and Billy Gibbons play super light. It's all good. trebor70 [pro] 20 - Jul 03, 2020 01:58 AM - report - Treply They are actually .07. So just lighter than the metal .08. I can’t imagine lower than a 10 but to each their own. Eric Leland [pro] 10 - Jul 04, 2020 06:58 PM - report - Treply I just wish more guitarists today would take the trouble to learn how to swing and groove. I mean, I can listen to some shredding player only so long, but cue up ZZTop's \"LaGrange\" and
that wonderful three chord John Lee Hooker rhythm and Billy's fantastic guitar, and you can ride that groove all night long! Same with Muddy Waters, especially my favorite of his, \"Got My Mojo Workin'\".  shpostal61 505 - Jul 01, 2020 04:22 PM - report - Treply Down the hall with the door open. Fuckin bad ass. Sikkii 120 - Jul 01, 2020 04:44 PM - report - 1reply Billy Gibbons is a wholesome guy wallowswalloow 10 - Aug 17, 2020 07:02 AM - report - Treply ","content css":["www.ultimate-
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