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The hingussts; selanvity hypothesis (LEH; ak.a., Whoefian Bvpoibeias) s recossidensd with respect 1o
second language (L) soguisstion, 'With ¢bbs and Bows over time, the notion of LRH went through dis-
miassal amd resurgence in Hnguastess, pevelology, and anthropology. Empirical evidenss gleamad froen the
peeudo-bingusstic domains, such as color catcponzation, timss perception, spatial cognation, snd number
recogriteon, supports the weak fomm of LREH. This amicle Bisedfly reviews the conflictang views, discusses
empinscal evidence, aad cxpands the premnsse of LRH o L2 learmang. Of interest is the inserface of syntax
and somaniecs im English Bangaage lcamens” (ELLs) crgative virb usage mn which ELLs tend o ovomqas-
swvire Englash ergatnve verbs (6.0, appear. happsew, hreal), The source of prevalenl overpassavization f-

rars is discussed usimg the LRH framework.
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Introduction

The relabioashap betwoen copnitbon and language as well as
their receprocal infleence have been a long debated topic m pay-
chology amd applied linguisiees, The fundemenial questions re-
Bated 1o the mexus of cognimion and language mvalve whaher
s “thank m language™ and whether language shapes our thoug-
bt (Casasamo, 2008). These mquirees are related to fugrisie
relriiify in whach linguastic differences sacld differences n
speakers” thoughts, The linguistic relativity primciple’ (ak.a., the
Whoslkan Hypothesis, the Sapsr-Whorl Hypothesas) posits that
Eanguspe shapes the speaker™s thought and cogrtion (Gumperz
& Levimson, 1996 Luey. 1996; Shobin, 2005), According 1o this
hapothess, dalferent languages demonstrale a wide range of van-
abilities m the speaker’s semantic categones and lmguistic rep=
resemiations. As a result, speakers of different languages percei-
s the world differently and the conceplual system of the world
Es comstrained by the given nanaral Lspeage (Genener & Goldin-
Mcadow, 2003),

Albouwgh it postudaies a relstionship between language and
cognsieon, limguistic relativity does ned suppont umidirecisons-
Bity of causality from cognition 1o language. In this regand, fin-
wuiiarke relmtiviny does nod share commmonalsty with Megufsrie de-
perntinism which assems that cognitive processes and ihoughts
have a causal assaciation with the structure of a language. A-
Bong thas bine, Casasanto (2008) claams that inguishic relativity
g5 different from |anguisise determimism becasse limguisise rels-
Eivity does not stricily determine ihe spesker’s thought.

Using the lingmstic relabivaty hypothesis (LEH) as a theo-
retical framework, the parpose of this paper 15 i 1) review ihe
competing views on ihe lnguistic relativity principle or ihe
Whoefian bypothesis, 2} discuss dis sigmificant role in percep-
pual domains, amd X) expand the linguistic relmivity primciple 10
the area of second language (L.2) or foreign language (FL) xc-
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quisition, Specifically, the cognitive and percepiual aspecis of
LEH will firsi be discussed. Secomdly, the interaction between
lamguage and cognition wall be discussed with empincal gvi-
demce. Mexi, the limguistic imtricacy of English engative verbs
related to overpassavieation emors’ made by English lnguage:
learmsers (ELLs) will be explained using the spectrum of LRH,
Fimally, the implications of LRH in cross-cultural language lea-
rmang will be discussed,

Competing Views

The presmse of LRH stemmed From the work of a lnguis
named Sapir (1929 cived in Tohadian, 20009 who had studicd
English in companson to Native Amencan langumges and con-
claded that dilferences in linguistic features across languages.
yielded dsfferences in the percepison, undersianding, and mier-
pretation of the world, This noton was followsd and substanti-
ated by the work of Benjamin Whorf {1956 cied in Tohidian,
20040, resuling in a theory refomed 1o as the Sapie-Whoe! by-
poihesis or as the Whaorfian hypothesis', which reflects the no-
teworthy influence of Whoet on theorysbuilding. Later, scholars
broke down LEH into two versions according 1o the degree of
imtensity: stromg LRH and weak LREH (Humt & Agnali, 1991;
Tohidian, 20), The strong form of LRH kypoibesizes tha
lamguage dictaies and conirols thought and perception, while
the weak form of LRH posits that language affects thoughi.
Empirical evidence has rejected the sirong form of LRH {Huri
& Agnoli, 1991; Regier & Kay, J009), by raising questions
about direct translation from one language o ancther, the pres-
ence or absence of a partsoular form m a language, and the qua-
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